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sweetness; yet most wicked, false, and artificial, and
all this with a simplicity of manner that imposed even
upon those who knew her best. More than gallant
while her face lasted, she afterwards was easier of ac-
cess, and at last ruined herself for the meanest valets.
Yet, notwithstanding her vices, she was the prettiest
flower of the Court bunch, and had her chamber al-
ways full of the best company: she was also much
sought after by the three daughters of the King.
Driven away from the Court, she was after much sup-
plication recalled, and pleased the King so much that
Madame de Maintenon, in fear of her, sent her away
again. But to go back again to the household of the
Princess of Savoy.

Dangeau was made chevalier d'honneur. He owed
his success to his good looks, to the court he paid to
the King's mistresses, to his skilfulness at play, and
to a lucky stroke of fortune. The King had often-
times been importuned to give him a lodging, and one
day, joking with him upon his fancy of versifying, pro-
posed to him some very hard rhymes, and promised
him a lodging if he filled them up upon the spot.
Dangeau accepted, thought but for a moment, per-
formed the task, and thus gained his lodging. He was
an old friend of Madame de Maintenon, and it was to
her he was indebted for his post of chevalier d'honneur
in the new household.

Madame d'O was appointed lady of the palace. Her
father, named Guilleragues, a gluttonous Gascon, had
been one of the intimate friends of Madame Scarron,
who, as Madame de Maintenon, did not forget her
old acquaintance, but procured him the embassy to